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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
TomTyler was born in South Devon just
before the Second World War, and was
always keenly interested in all forms of
transport. After studying history at univer-
sity, he has been fascinated by the rapid
and at times extraordinary development
of transport down the centuries, and in
particular during his own lifetime. An
interest in vintage cars, models of all sorts,
and a collection of wooden transport
jigsaw puzzles helps to keep the subject
always under consideration. Memories
of transport past, with major challenges
and minor mishaps, bring an element
of humour to the subject, only some of
which could be recorded in this book!
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WHEN MOTORING
WAS FUN
TomTyler

“Glorious, stirring sight! The poetry of motion!
The real way to travel! The only way to travel!

Here today - in next week tomorrow!
Villages skipped, towns and cities jumped
– always somebody else's horizon! O bliss!

O poop-poop! O my! O my!”

Toad discovers the joys of motoring –

from Wind in the Willows

TomTyler is a self-confessed auto-nut, at least
as enthusiastic as MrToad, and a good deal
more knowledgeable. In this book he has
selected over 270 photographs of the golden
period of motoring, when the open road
beckoned the intrepid motorist and when
motoring truly was fun! In part humorous,
but always historically accurate, the author
charts the GoldenYears of the motorised
vehicle from 1885 to the 1950s, after which
traffic regulations and overcrowding saw the
joy of motoring disappear in clouds of smoke.

Subjects include: TheVeterans 1885-1904 •
The Car Comes of Age • Cars Go to War •
Sporty Boys at Play •The Car Goes on
Holiday • Bits the Drop Off and Other
Accidents •The Second Hand Car Dealer •
The Garage inTown and Country • Luggage
and Other Cargo
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Above left: Colin and Margery Sampford of Thorley, with
their first car, a Morris Minor, in the 1960s.

Above right: A very smart Ford Popular, flanked by two
scooters, provides complete family transport for a Llangain
family, in Wales c.1960.

Left: John Surtees, one of the greatest ever, in action on a
500cc Augusta.
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‘The first car in Lyme Regis,
Dorset, a De Dion-Bouton of
1902 Vintage.

Drawing a great deal of local attention, two splendid Chauffeur driven
Edwardian cars stop at the Anchor Hotel in Burton Bradstock, Dorset,
for refreshments.

An AA patrolman phones in from the box at Churston, Devon.


